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Students in Year 12 Engineering are starting to complete their major project; 
a mini dirt bike.

The students have been fabricating the frames and assembling their bikes.

Jenna {ǿŀŘƭƛƴƎΩǎbike is now completed and has been finished to a very high 
standard.



tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘ

Termthree kickedoff with a seniorsportsexchangeagainstDargavilleHighSchoolwhich
was organisedby the HeadPrefects. Studentsplayedin a rangeof sports,enjoyingthe
comraderieof this new exchange. TheReporoaexchangea few weeksinto term wasa
resoundingsuccesswith us againretainingthe shield. Thecomebackfrom 3 - 0 down to
win 4 - 3 wasa real testament to the characterof the players. All the studentsenjoyed
participatingand were superbhosts. Thankyou to all the parentswho were involvedin
billetingstudentsandsupportingthe teamsin variousways.

Theopendaysgaveprospectivestudents,parentsandteachersfrom localprimaryschools
a chanceto see the school in action. Many parentsenjoyedsoakingup the sun whilst
enjoyinga coffeepreparedby our hospitalitystudents. Lotsof studentswere involvedin
leadershiproles by runningactivitiesand being tour guides. TheScienceRoadshowwas
another opportunity for our studentsto showcasetheir leadershipskillsas explainersto
the youngerstudentsfrom acrossthe region.

We haveintroduceda number of new inter-iwi competitionsthis year and this term the
inaugural inter-iwi mathex challengewas a fantastic end to Maths Week. Inter-iwi
debatingwaswell foughtandour new debatingteamsaregoingfrom strengthto strength.
Fourjunior studentsenteredthe inauguralReadersCupandwon the competition,having
the honourof beingthe first schoolnameon the shinynewtrophy.

A group of senior students have been championingstudent wellbeing and have been
supportedby a team of staff members. Thishas seenthe first wave of studentsbeing
trained in Lifekeepers,which equipsthem with skillsto support their peerswho may be
strugglingwith their wellbeing. Wewill be offeringLifekeeperstrainingto more students,
staff membersand the communityoncefurther fundingis secured,either in term four or
earlynext year. Well doneto the seniorstudentsfor promotingthis initiative. In the last
weekof term thesestudentsheld aΨŎƘŀƭƪŘŀȅΩwhere studentswere encouragedto write
positive messageson the asphaltcourts. The theme was Strength,Hope and Support.
Year13sandstaff woreyellowto symbolisehope.

Duringterm three all studentsand staff had the opportunity to give feedbackregarding
the prefect roleswhichwe haveat the school. In responseto the feedbacksomechanges
have been made includingapplicantscreatinga two minute video about who they are,
what their strengthsare and what they hope to achivein 2019. In the first weekof term
four all the studentsand satff will get to watch the videosbefore voting takesplace. As
usualthe prefectswill beannouncedat seniorprizegiving. Onechangethis yearis that the
new prefect team will set goalsand plan for the year aheadat their leadershipday in
November. This is when actual roles will be assigned,dependingupon strengthsand
specifictaskswhich the team decideto prioritise. Congratulationsto the first prefect for
2019, HayleyLinton, who hasbeen voted by the studentsas the new Boardof Trustees
StudentRepresentative. Thankyou to AlexParr,currentBOTStudentRepresentative,who
hasdonea greatjob servingon the Boardof Trusteesandleadingthe StudentCouncil.

OnWednesday31st Octoberwe arehostinga parenteveningwhichhasbeenadvertisedin
Te Panuiand the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎFacebookpage. JosephDriessenis the guest speakerand is
communicatingon Becomingthe Parentyour Teenagerneedsyou to be. Josephis an
excellent communicatorwho speaksinternationally and I highly recommendthat you
attend this evening.

RachelClothier-Simmonds



Horror Film Achievement Standard

On August16th the level one and two Digital Media Studiesclasswent to the Warkworth
Cement works to create their short horror films for their achievementstandard media
product. Studentshave been working for weeksplanning and designingtheir films which
includeswriting a screenplay,designingstoryboards,planningall their props, costumeand
make-up andcastingother studentsasactors. Studentshaveenjoyedworkingcollaboratively
in groupsandwerehighlymotivatedto shootall their footage. It wasa chilling,overcastday
and the lakewasutterly still creatingan eerie backdropwith the old, crumblingruins of the
cementworks. TheMedia Studiesstudentshad specificproduction roles within their group
which was as directors, camera-operators,and producers. Theyhad to managesound and
lightingandkeepto a tight schedulewhichthey wrote togetherasa wholeclass. Theiracting
friends were outstandingand activelyparticipatedin the film, being patient with the many
takesandwilling to try sequencesfrom a varietyof angles. Frighteningmonsterswerecreated
with creative make-up teams and terrified victims gave good chasewith the odd blood
curdlingscreamthrown in there. Totop it off we hada pizzafeastto fuel up at lunchtimeand
eventhen studentswere quickto eat and get backinto it. All in all it wasan exceptionalday
andthe studentsshouldfeel proudof their excellentwork ethicandteamwork.

Theyarenow editingtheir films andaddingall the specialeffectsandsoundsneededto make
their horror films superspooky. We will be screeningtheir films at a specialevent on the 1st
of Novemberhereat school- watchthis spacefor moredetailsto come!

Critical Thinking Skills at OHS

This term a collection of students have been participating in a extracurricularactivity.
TheyhavebeendoingCriticalThinkingrun by Mrs Bosch.

LǘΩǎbeenreallycool,sofar we havecoveredάǿƘŀǘisanŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘΚέΣάƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎǊŜŀǎƻƴǎέΣ
άǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎof ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎέΣάŘŜŘǳŎǘƛǾŜand inductiveŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎέάƘȅǇƻǘƘŜǘƛŎŀƭǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎέ
andάŦƭŀǿǎέ. Thishasbeenextremelyhelpful when formingargumentsbecausewe know
how to structure it properlyand(if needbe) derail an opponentΧ... We havehad lots of
funnyconversationsandlearnt someveryinterestingfacts.

Thankyouto Mrs Boschfor givingusher time sofarƛǘΩǎbeenamazingandsuperfun!

SarahCampbell-Winter,AlanaYardleyandBillieLeMesurier-Cowbourne



First XI Mixed Hockey Team

TheFirstXIMixedHockeyteamhada greatendto their seasonwith a 3-0 win againstHora
Hora.

Thisyear the 1st XIHockeyteam playedin the seconddivisioncompetition in Whangarei.
Some new players were brought into the team this year and their hockey improved
dramaticallyasa result. Theteam struggledwith the lossof a key playertowardsthe end
of the season,but eventuallyfound their rhythm andplayedsomegreathockeyagainst

UNISS 2018

UNISS2018wasan awesomefun filled experienceheld in Taurangaat HarboursideCourts.
Our UNISSsquadcameinto the tournament focusingon this ȅŜŀǊΩǎvisionof development
and a great team culture. Our young team faced some experiencedseasonedteams,
winninghalf of the gameswe faced. We fought hardandplaced26th in CGrade,which is a
massiveimprovementfrom lastȅŜŀǊΩǎfinal rankingsthat took usinto DGrade.
Theplayersand management
had sucha great time. Thank
you to Nikolaand Wiki for all
your hard work throughout
the season and during the
week. Thankyou Martyn and
Jodie for adding value and
support to the week. Also
tŀƛƎŜΩǎdad, Craig,and Jodie
with the changeover of
players. Muchappreciated.
ThankyouMelissafor yoursupportcomingdownto watchthe girlsaswell.

A hugethank you to ǿƘņƴŀǳwho tirelesslyhelpedfundraisedand brought their daughters
to trainingsandgames. Literally,the corereasonwe get to go andenjoyUNISS. Without a
doubt, this was by far the best UNISSI have been involved in, a credit to the girls,
managementandwhanau. FionaKemp,Coach

tough and determined
opposition. Tyler Flannagan
captained the team this
year, his energy and spirit
encouraged us all to be
better. This was the last
season of hockey for
AnthonyKim,he hasserved
his school with distinction
and his presence in the
backs will be sorely
missed. A huge thanks

to TeresaBrown for all her work with managingthe team, she organisedtransport,
fundraisingandthe endof seasondinner- what a star! BruceAlison& HuiaColl



Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award Ceremonies

February17saw David Hamesreceive his Gold DOE awardfrom Sarah Hillary at a formal 
ceremony at Government House in Wellington.

July 14th saw Rita Hames, Kate Hallissey, Ben Morley
and RebeccaRobertsonreceivetheir gold awardsfrom
PeterandSarahHillary at a formal ceremonyat Kristen
School,Albany.

September1st saw Lee Holst receive his gold award
from KenHames, chairmanof the Boardof TheDukeOf
Edinburgh'sHillaryAward at a formal ceremonyheld in
the Aurora Centre,BurnsideHighSchool,Christchurch.
Laterthat day,Leegot to meet the Rt HonDamePatsy
Reddy,Governor-Generalof New Zealandat a formal
afternoon tea at the Wigram airbase to celebrate
the recipients'receivingtheir goldawards

Readers Cup

¢ƘŜ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ bƻǊǘƘƭŀƴŘ wŜŀŘŜǊǎ /ǳǇ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ²ƘŀƴƎŀǊŜƛ DƛǊƭǎΩ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
on Wednesday 29 August. A team of 4 Year 9 students, Billie Le Mesurier-Cowbourne, Alana 
Yardley, Michael Ferguson and Sarah Campbell-Winter, represented Otamatea High School 
at this event. The students competed against students from seven other schools. All of the
entrants had to read six books and were
questionedon their knowledgeand understanding
of the characters,plot, setting,and detailsof each
book. It was a closefought contest but Otamatea
eventuallywere the victors by one half of a point
from WhangareiDƛǊƭǎΩ. Well doneto the team, they
worked hard to achievethis result and had to give
many hours out of school to prepare for this
competition.

Mrs Pilkington



DOE Gold Training Weekend July Holidays

July 14 to 16saw eight gold level DOE students travel to the Kaimaisto complete their 
training before they can undertake a six day pre expedition to the Kawekasin the September 
holidays and their qualifying tramp to the Nelson Lakes / Lewis Pass area in the South Island 
in December.

Due to river levels andheavy rain forecast for the weekend our schedule had to be adapted. 
The Waitawhetariver was only half a metre from going over the track in one place and all 
the side streams had suddenly become raging torrents of water all running into the main 
river. This was amazing to see and experience. It reinforced the river crossing training....do 
you need to cross ?

Our favourite part of the training was exploring the tunnels and learning about the gold 
mining history of the KarangahakeGorge, along with the night games of Phase Ten.

Thank you to Andrea Orchard and Robyn Bruce for their instruction and to Andrew Swadling
for helping us out.

DOE Bronze Qualifiers July Holidays

The July holidays saw two groups travel separately to the Pinnacles for their bronze qualifier 
adventurous journey.

Fourteen students went on the7th-8th July. This group had fine weather all weekend 
although their view from the top of the Pinnacles was lost due to evening cloud.

Yuri was amazing as she conquered her fear of heights and got safely up and down the steel 
ladders and rungs. The whole group were amazed at the size of the largest hut in New 
Zealand and enjoyed cooking their communal dinners and interacting with other trampers
from around New Zealand.

Ben and Nasahran up to the top of The Pinnacles (759m) againearly the next morning 
creating a first for Otamatea High School students...aptly named the Ben Donald challenge 
for future groups. Check with Ben for his time!

The history of the kauri dams and logging in the areaalso interested the group with the 
Dancing Creek Kauri Dam replica providing a good photo opportunity.

A huge thank you to Andrea Orchard, Cheryl Cullen, Andrew Swadlingand Robyn Bruce for 
being our shadow party so we could complete this award.



Third Time Lucky!

Thiswas on all fourteen students'and their four
shadowparty membersmindsasthey travelledto
the Pinnacleson the 9th/10th July.

Their two previous attempts to complete this
tramp were foiled by extreme weather events
that hadeither seenthem haveto turn aroundas
the hut was closedby DOCwhile they were en-
route or postponedtheir departure date.

After checking in at the visitor centre, they
couldn't believe what was now stopping them
getting to the Pinnacles.... A large tree had just
fallen acrossthe road one kilometre before the
carpark.

Therewas no way the group were going to let it
stop them getting to the Pinnaclesnow that they
were this close!Theyall piled out of the vansand
beganto strip sidebranchesoff andthen to all get
under the trunk and move it off the road. No
waiting for DOCand their chain saws. Pinnacles
herewe come!!

Thegroupcrossedthe KauaerangaRiverand tramped up the Billy Goattrack to the hut.
The view of the Pinnacleshad gone, so they decided to climb them early the next
morning. After climbing for fifty minutes to 759m, strong winds were buffeting the
Pinnaclesaheadof the in comingfront. Thisonlyaddedto the experienceandthe photos!

A huge thanks to Dirk Smyth,SamidBuksh, Michelle Kempand SharleneTornquist for
accompanyingthe groupastheir shadowparty.



Board of Trustees meetings coming up
Thursday 1 November and Wednesday 12 December

Meetings are held in the Administration Meeting Room starting at 6pm.

Level 1 Primary Industries Trips

On the 27th August the Primary Industries class travelled to Kumeuand the farm of Len 
Kay. The farm is operated by share milkerPaul Tyake, an ex OHS student. Paul and [ŜƴΩǎ 
farm uses a newly installed robotic milking system which we were able to see in action. 
The students were further fascinated by a rumen trial being conducted on a sample of 
four cows, investigating methods of reducing methane emissions. Everyone found it a 
fascinating visit and appreciated seeing the future of dairy farming.

We the travelled a short distance to see a sheep and beef farm operated by Ian Houghton 
which supplies meat to the Kaipara Lamb company. Thanks to Ian and Paul for hosting us 
and to Teresa Brown for accompanying us.

On the 3rd of September the Primary Industries class went to visit a local organic dairy 
farm of the Kenworthy-Thompsons which may also be the future of dairy farming. After a 
tour of the operation we then helped Mark Vincent for the Otamatea Harbour Care group 
plant trees along a waterway on the Kenworthy-Thompson farm. Thanks to Les and Mark 
for hosting us and to LadeneHunter for accompanying us and planting three trees and 
only complaining mildly when a light shower passed.


