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tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘ

άaȅhighschoollife hasbeensolelyat Otamatea. It's comea longway in the shortseven
yearsI've beenhere. A playground,a renovationto the sciencelabs and junior block,
heat pumps,chromebooks, a new uniform, and now a paint job. But theseare just the
exteriorchanges.

What makesme proud to be part of Otamateais the mana and pride the studentsbut
alsothe staff havefor our school. Thispridehasdefinitelygrown strongerin the yearsI
havebeenhere. In yearseventhere were lunchtimedetentions,yearninestanddowns,
year10 therewerefightsandsuspensions. There'snodenyingit wasa low point for us.

But now we have lunchtime sport trainings for different activities almost every day,
everyonegetting involvedin iwi competitionlike athleticsand the hakacompetition,kids
playing on the astroturf morning, interval, and lunch,whanau activities,and Ngapuhi
beatingManiapoto! We havehad next to no suspensionsand standdowns. We all are
happystudentsmaximisingour schooling. Thisis a schoolI am proudof and whenI look
at you I'd like to think you are as well. Let'skeeppaddling in this direction,becauseI
believeourwakaisgoingthe right way!ά

OnWednesdaythe 15th of March,OtamateaHighSchoolhada studentrun assembly. As
prefectswe decidedthat an assemblyshouldbe basedon how the schoolhaschanged
sincewe beganschoolasjuniors,andhow othershaveexperiencedchange. Aboveis the
smallspeechI gaveabout the improvementsI havewitnessed. We alsohad three year
sevenstalk about what they haveenjoyedabout Otamateaso far in the 7 weeksthey
have been here, as well as someyear twelve studentsand the HeadBoy talk of their
experienceswith schoolandhow it haschanged. I felt it wasa reallyinspiringtopic to be
ableto talk about,andto seethat the studentshavea heart felt pride for their school.

Otamateahasdefinitelystruggledin the pastwith behaviour,attendanceandacademicresults.
But in reality what high schooldoesn'tstrugglewith theseissues?Thisis why we haveschool,
to improveour student'sbehaviourso they are readyto act like an adult in the workplace,to
show how important it is to commit to your schoolingand have a high attendance,and of
course,most importantly to cater for our ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩacademicneedsso we can have the best
resultsfor eachindividualand set them up with the skillsthey require for when they leaveto
continue their studiesor go into a career. Otamateanow coversthesesimpleneedsthrough
the OTAway; Oursafety,Totalrespect,Alwayslearning. Thisis somethingwhichhasbeen

Thisnewsletterboastsa numberof opportunitiesthat our studentshavebeeninvolved
in over the last month. Lastweekat assemblyMr Smythsharedthe great resultsfrom
2016 with the students,and studentswho gainedcourseand overall endorsements
were awardedwith their badges. The2017Prefectshavestarted their rolesextremely
well and were in their element this morning whilst running their first student led
assembly. Numerousstudentsspokeabout how the schoolhaschanged,a topic which
waschosenby the students. SamAllen,HeadGirl,explainsbelowwhat sheseesasthe
positivechangesthat haveoccurredwhilst shehasbeenat the school.

Comingup soon: ProgressinterviewsςWednesday22nd March,1ς6pm, OHSTriathlon
(now juniors and seniors)ςFriday24th March, Relayfor LifeςSaturday1st ςSunday
2nd April, TeTaiTokerauFestivalςTuesday11th and Wednesday12th April ςhostedat
BreamBayCollege.

RachelClothier-Simmonds



Visit to Historical Site
Late last month the Year 12 History students took part in a field trip to learn about the 
Brynderwynbus accident, which occurred in 1963. The accident resulted in the tragic loss 
of 15 people who were travelling home from Waitangi celebrations, which had been 
attended by the Queen. To this day it is the worst roadingaccident in New Zealand history, 
and it resulted in important changes to vehicle licensing laws. While on location at the site, 
the students listened to the korero of Helensville Museum historian Leigh Bosch, who is in 
the process of completing the first book about the accident, entitled One Last Bend. They 
heard about the individual experiences of those involved and learned about the various
roles of local people, including local hero 
Trevor Brjlevich, who was the first 
ambulance officer on the scene. This trip 
formed part of a unit of study on the 
impact of tragedy in historical contexts, 
and students gave feedback that they 
found it sobering yet valuable to connect 
an historical event to real people, and to 
consider the history that has occurred in 
our own backyard. 

taught in the schoolandengravedin our minds,evenasa new studentthey aretaught this
simplesayingnot just for the sakeof it, but soeverystudentcanliveby it at school.

We have amazing staff at this school whether it be the Principal, a Teacher or
Groundskeeper,they all play a part at creating an amazinglearning space for all of
hǘŀƳŀǘŜŀΩǎstudentsby beingpassionateabout their work, andinspiringstudentsto strive
for their goals. We have come a long way and this can be seen with our increasing
academicresultsfor 2016, with manyyear levelsbeatingthe nationalaverage,or our lack
of standdownsand suspensionswith only 1 suspensionfor 2016. Thepeopleare what
makea school,asMr Chambersoften tells us in assemblyand he couldn't be more right.
Althoughthe exterior changesare nice it's the changesto the culture of the schoolwhich
makethe advancementin Otamateaso noticeable. Thereisn't a student at schoolwho
wouldn't be proud to say attends Otamatea, and that is what grows my mana for my
school.

άIŜ ǿŀƪŀ ŜƪŜ noa, We are all in this waka without exceptionέΦ                   Samantha Allen



Year 12 Engineering

This year the Year 12 Engineering class are making a mini motorbike as their project. The 
students were excited to receive the kits which include an engine, wheels, brakes and 
fairing. The rest is up to them to build using their engineering and fabrication skills. So far 
students have started to fabricate the frame and are tack welding it together, before 
engineering the headstock to fit the steering and forks. This is a challenging project, but 
the students have risen to this and are really enjoying working on their bikes.

Throughout the year we will keep you posted of their 
progress ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ .ǳǊǘ aǳƴǊƻΩǎ ƻǊ 
John .ǊƛǘǘŜƴΩǎΦ

When the bikes are finished they will look like 
the picture (right), or more likely, better!

Construction & WhakairoAcademy

The Academy started up this year and is proving very popular with students. This course 

enables students to gain a National Certificate in Building & Construction as well as 

gaining Level 2 & 3 credits in Whakairo. The students have started a range of projects, 

from garden benches to pirate treasure chest boxes to painting Kowhaiwhaipanels of their 

own design.

All theoretical work is supported with practical work so that students understand the 

importance of basic maths skills and concepts, the pirate treasure chest box booklet was 

designed so that students understand the importance of geometry and the use of Pi

Treasure chest box by Jenna

KowhaiwhaiPanel by JesseKowhaiwhaiPanel by Rubin



Northland Swimming Championships

Congratulations to Ocean Shadbolt, Grace Kemp and Meg Paton who competed in the 
Northland Swimming Championships.

Top 10 Results from the day

Ocean Shadbolt
competed in the 14-15 year old girls division
1st 100m backstroke, 2nd 50m back stroke, 3rd 100m free style, 
4th 5m breast stroke

Grace Kemp (pictured)
competed in the 12-13 year old girls division
7th 100 m back stroke

Meg Paton 
competed in the under 11 year old girls division
5th 50 m back stroke, 7th 50 m freestyle

Ocean Shadboltexcelling at swimming

Ocean recently competed at the Swimming New Zealand Division 2 Swimming 
championships held at Rotorua.

hŎŜŀƴ ƳŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜǎΩ  ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
events at the RotoruaAquatic Centre during the week 4thς8th March.

50m Back, 100m Back, 200m Back, 100m Medley, 50m Free, 100m Free and 200m Free.
Ocean swam a personal best in every one of these events which is fantastic.

Results
Silver 200m Back with a time of 2.31.56
Bronze 100m Back with a time of 1.10.57
Bronze 50m Back with a time of 32.52
Bronze 100m Medley with a time of 1.13.26

From these results Ocean has qualified to compete at the Swimming New Zealand National 
Age groups to be held in Wellington from Tuesday 21st March ςSaturday 25th March.

The events Ocean will be competing in are 50m, 100m and 200m Backstroke.

We look forward to hearing how Ocean goes.



Otamatea High School Athletics Sports 2017 

Grade Champions

Grade Winner Runner Up

Sub Junior Boys Kevin Kim & Nathan Harris

Sub Junior Girls Sara Anderson Lilly Vaughan

Junior Boys Brett Allen Kyrin Harris

Junior Girls Trista Comer Sophie Gribble

Intermediate Boys Zac Hamlin Tyrone De Ardenne

Intermediate Girls Ocean Shadbolt Cassidy Allen

Senior Boys Josh Nishitani-Hart Dietrich Von Dincklage

Senior Girls Tyler Porteous Holly Anderson

SubJunior Girls

First Second Third

100m Sara Anderson Lilly Vaughan Milly Hodgson 15.14

200m Sara Anderson Lilly Vaughan Milly Hodgson 32.74

300m Kate Cotching 1.14.64

Long jump Maia Fairburn Milly Hodgson Terehia Tua 3m91

High jump Maia Fairburn Terehia Tua Devine 

Henderson

1m23

Discuss Lilly Vaughan Sara Anderson Milly Hodgson 14m88

Shot put Ayla Antunovich Chloe Millard Terehia Tua 6m11

Tuesday 28th February saw the OtamateaAthletics Championships Sports take place. The 
day turned out sunny with a slight breeze which was perfect conditions for the day. 
Congratulations to the three students who set new records on the day ς
Trista comer beat VivianneaƻƻǊƘƻǳǎŜΩǎrecord set in 1985 of 69 seconds for the 400m 
with a new record of 68.46 seconds.

Amy Tohubeat Leah bŜǇƛŀΩǎrecord set in 1997 for the shot put of 7m 37cm with a new 
record of 7m 94cm.

{ƛƳƻƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ ōŜŀǘ wŀƪŀƛ tŀǊƪŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛƴ нлмс for the shot put of 10m 21 with a new 
record of 12m 07 using a 5 kg shot.

Thanks to all the fantastic parents/whanau who made this championship event possible 
by stepping up and time keeping the running events and marshalling at the field events. 
Thank you Helen McKenzie for being our chief timekeeper and Kay Fell and Kay Robinson 
for doing the recording.  Thank you to all the staff and students who helped throughout 
the day in the many jobs to keep the day running smoothly. Lastly thank you to all the 
athletes who gave all competitions their all to make this an enjoyable day.

Tina Holst, Sport Coordinator



JuniorBoys

First Second Third

100m Brett Allen Haylen Moir-Bishell Zayde Wyatt 13.15

200m Brett Allen Joshua Sheppard Zayde Wyatt 28.47

400m Joshua Sheppard Keanu Taiaroa Kyrin Harris 1.11.43

800m Joshua Sheppard Kyrin Harris Keanu Taiaroa 2.35.70

1500m Joshua Sheppard Kyrin Harris 5.33.21

Long jump Bryce Phillips Haylen Moir-Bishell Leon Mansell-

Clark

4m53

High jump Brett Allen Bryce Phillips Sam Woolley 1m47

Discuss Joe Rose Andrew Birt Jim Holcroft 22m05

Junior Girls

First Second Third

100m Cheylesse FlannaganLexi Porteous Sophie Gribble 14.25

200m Trista Comer Sophie Gribble 30.35

400m Trista Comer Sophie Gribble Poppy Scott 1.08.46

800m Trista Comer Sophie Gribble Lola Smyth 2.45.57

1500m Trista Comer Sophie Gribble Poppy Scott 5.44.90

Long jump Sophie Gribble Trista Comer Lola Smyth 4m35

High jump Renee Allen Sophie Gribble & Trista 

Comer

1m35

Discuss Amy Lawrence Amy Tohu Asher Tito 15m25

Shot put Amy Tohu Cheylesse Flannagan Lexi Porteous 7m94

Sub JuniorBoys

First Second Third

100m Jesse Goodfellow Sario Gene & Kevin 

Kim

14.27

200m Jesse Goodfellow Kevin Kim Sario Gene 30.21

300m Nathan Harris Kevin Kim Aaron Cooper 59.32.10

800m Nathan Harris Jesse Goodfellow Gareth Ferguson 2.53.25

1500m Nathan Harris Jesse Goodfellow Roy Thomas 6.00.31

Long jump Kevin Kim Nathan Harris Tawhetu Phillips 4m22

High jump Tawhetu Phillips Tamati Phillips & 

Kevin Kim

1m22

Discuss Branden Edwards Kurtis Kemara Teina Whare 

Paikea

16m30

Shot put Kurtis Kemara Branden Edwards Tawhetu Phillips 7m35



Intermediate Girls

First Second Third

100m Cassidy Allen Ocean Shadbolt Jayme Curtis 13.88

400m Ocean Shadbolt Amyee SheppardEmma Huband 1.13.00

800m Ocean Shadbolt Portia Wehi 4.27.30

1500m Hayley Linton Amyee SheppardCassidy Allen 6.25.33

Long jump Suzy Thomas Ocean Shadbolt Amyee Sheppard 4m04

High jump Cassidy Allen Ocean Shadbolt Laurinda Bokma 1m36

Discuss NikalaAbel Ocean Shadbolt Blossom Connelly 19m4

Intermediate Boys

First Second Third

100m Tyrone De Ardenne Denzal Peeni Zac Hamlin 12.25

200m Tyrone De Ardenne Zac Hamlin Denzal Peeni 26.75

400m Isaac Sheppard Connor Mitchell Jeremiah 

Cosgrave

1.05.52

800m Matt Hamilton Benecio Van 

Zwijdrent

2.46.85

1500m Isaac Sheppard Matt Hamilton Jacob Butler 5.14.68

Long jump Tyrone De Ardenne Connor Mitchell Zac Hamlin 4m98

High jump Tyrone De Ardenne Zac Hamlin Kayne Goodfellow 1m52

Discuss Chevy Turner-Bennett Hyde Massey Devon Slack 25m71

Shot put Anthony Kim Cole Doyle Zac Hamlin 10m30



SeniorGirls

First Second Third

100m Jessie Allen Shyla Hodge Tyler Porteous 14.15

200m Jessie Allen Tyler Porteous Annmarie Holst 31.19

400m Annmarie Holst Holly Anderson Parekaahu Paikea1.33.03

800m Tyler Porteous Kayla Joyce Annmarie Holst 3.04.31

1500m Tyler Porteous Annmarie Holst Shyla Hodge 6.42.93

Long jump Holly Anderson Tyler Porteous Holly Kenyon 4m03

High jump Shuntel Rika Tyler Porteous Shyla Hodge 1m35

Discuss Shuntel Rika Shyla Hodge Sophia Smith 21m45

House Results

1. Ngapuhi

2. Maniapoto

3. Arawa

4. Whatua

Senior Boys

First Second Third

100m Dietrich Von Dincklage Josh Nishitani-Hart Bailey Hudson 11.78

200m Dietrich Von Dincklage Josh Nishitani-Hart Kayden French-

Brown

25.00

400m Josh Nishitani-Hart Dietrich Von Dincklage Bailey Hudson 1.01.50

800m Bailey Hudson Samuel Stephens Lochy Stedman 2.28.62

1500m Bailey Hudson Josh Nishitani-Hart Lee Holst 5.24.09

Long jump Josh Nishitani-Hart Dietrich Von Dincklage Chas Mikaere 5m46

High jump Josh Nishitani-Hart Dietrich Von Dincklage 

& Simon Parker

1m60

Discuss Simon Parker Dietrich Von Dincklage Tamati Abel 29m67

Shot put Simon Parker Dietrich Von Dincklage Tamati Abel 12m07


